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AAUW BIG RAPIDS SCHOLARSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT

The Big Rapids branch of the American Association of University Women (AAUW) seeks applications for its annual scholarships for students pursuing full-time undergraduate study at Ferris State University. Three students will receive $2000 awards for spring semester 2026. Scholarship awards are paid directly to recipients.

Scholarship Criteria

A full-time junior or senior student in any academic program at Ferris State University:

1. Must demonstrate financial need
2. Must have a current GPA of 3.0 or above
3. Preference will be given to non-traditional students*
4. Must attend Scholarship Award Dinner (Online option available if distance is an issue)

*Criteria adapted from NCES Nontraditional Undergraduates Definitions and Data (http://nces.ed.gov/pubs/web/97578e.asp). Applicants must meet at least one of the following criteria:

· Students who significantly delayed enrollment in college following graduation or who are re-entering college after prolonged interruption/absence from academia
· Students who have dependents other than a spouse
· Single parents
· Students who are employed full-time while enrolled in school
· Students who are financially independent from their parents
· Students pursuing a career field not traditionally associated with their sex.

How to Apply

To apply, email completed application form (see below) to SarahLucas@ferris.edu by Monday, November 10, 2025. Please include “AAUW Scholarship Application” in the subject line. You will receive a confirmation email when your application is received. 


Questions? Please contact SarahLucas@ferris.edu.
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Scholarship Application Form

Personal Information

[bookmark: Text18][bookmark: Text2][bookmark: Text3]First Name:       Middle Name (opt.):       Last Name:      

[bookmark: Text4][bookmark: Text5]E-mail Address:       Phone Number:      

Educational Profile

[bookmark: Text11]Current Program of Study:       

[bookmark: Check1]Current Academic Classification: |_| Junior
[bookmark: Check2]      |_| Senior

[bookmark: Text12][bookmark: Text13]Expected Date of Graduation:       Current GPA:      

Essay Questions

Describe how you meet the scholarship criteria. Include an explanation of how you meet the definition of “nontraditional student” as described in the accompanying guidelines. 

[bookmark: Text14]     

How did you decide to select Ferris State University for your studies? How did you choose your program? 

[bookmark: Text15]     


How would receiving this scholarship award help you complete your education?

[bookmark: Text16]     


Describe an obstacle you have experienced while pursuing your degree and how you are working to overcome it. 

[bookmark: Text17]     




Thank you for taking the time to ﬁll out this application. A member of our organization will follow up with questions and notify you if you are selected to receive the scholarship. Please contact Dr. Sarah Lucas (SarahLucas@ferris.edu) with questions.
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